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All the information you need can be found in this booklet  

or on the programme's Moodle page.  

Please check there before contacting us! 
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Dear students,  
 
I am delighted to welcome you to the 
University of Padua, and specifically to 
the Master’s degree programme in Local 
Development that I coordinate.  
 
The programme you have chosen started 
in 2010. During these more than 10 years, 
the programme has changed, renewing 
itself to take into consideration the current 
challenges that 'local developers' have to 
face in this changing world. 
Contemporary societal, political, and 
environmental challenges require taking 
into account the complex dynamics 
intersecting local, regional and the global 
scales, and this is another fundamental 
perspective that our Master adopts. 
 
You are embarking in a 2-year journey. 
During this span of time, there will be time 
to study hard and time to relax and have 
fun with your friends; time to sit down in 
the library or in the study room and time 
to visit and travel. I suggest you use the 
skills you are taught in class to become 
local development practitioners as a tool 
to become part of the Padua’s broader 
community, a citizen of this city as well as 
a citizen of the world.  
 

  
 
The Master’s degree programme in Local 
Development comprises a very diverse 
group of people, representing different 
genders, social classes, ethnic groups and 
we may have different physical and mental 
abilities. The respect for such differences is 
a key pillar for our community, and I 
encourage you to adopt an inclusive and 
respectful attitude towards your 
colleagues.  
 
As we strongly believe in the importance of 
preserving the unique value of the 
educational experience of face-to-face 
learning, lessons will be fully held on-site in 
Padua. On an exceptional basis, 
alternative online or offline teaching 
methods will be offered only to international 
students who have already requested the 
Study Visa but have not received it yet. 
 
I ask you to be cooperative with your fellow 
students, the administrative staff, and your 
professors. Working together is another 
basic principle of local development. I am 
ready to work, and I hope you are all in as 
well! 
 
Wish you to make the best out of this 
learning experience! 
 

 
 

 
Prof. Chiara Rabbiosi 

Head of the Master's degree programme in Local Development 
Department of Historical and Geographic Science and the Ancient World 

University of Padua 
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CAMPUS FACILITIES 
 
 

Canteens 
 

Mensa Pio X | Via Bonporti, 20 

Mensa Piovego | Viale G. Colombo, 1 

Libraries 
 

Biblioteca Beato Pellegrino | via Beato Pellegrino, 28 

Biblioteca di Filosofia | Piazza Capitaniato, 3 

Biblioteca di Geografia, Scienze Economiche 

Aziendali ed Emeroteca Ca’Borin | Via del Santo, 2 

(entrance Via del Santo, 22) 

Biblioteca “Ettore Anchieri” di Scienze Politiche | Via 

del Santo, 28 

Biblioteca di Scienze Statistiche | Via C. Battisti, 241 

Biblioteca di Storia | Via del Vescovado, 30 

 

 Classrooms 

 

Quiet Rooms 

 

Study Rooms 

 

Aula studio Galilei | Via G. Galilei, 42 

Aula studio Jappelli | Via Jappelli, 9 

Aula studio Marsala | Via Marsala, 15 

Aula studio Pollaio | Via Belzoni, 7 

Aula studio Tito Livio | Galleria Tito Livio, 7 

 

 

 

https://www.unipd.it/en/canteens
https://www.esu.pd.it/mensa/ristorazione-pio-x/
https://www.esu.pd.it/en/mensa/nord-piovego/
https://www.unipd.it/en/libraries-multimedia-facilities
https://bibliobeatopellegrino.cab.unipd.it/
https://bibliotecafilosofia.cab.unipd.it/
https://bibliotechecaborin.cab.unipd.it/
https://bibliotechecaborin.cab.unipd.it/
https://biblio.scipol.cab.unipd.it/
https://bibliotecastatistica.cab.unipd.it/
https://bibliotecastoria.cab.unipd.it/
https://unipd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/portfolio/index.html?appid=3c588af3ae624226a3422b00c49b8fdd
https://www.unipd.it/en/quiet-rooms
https://www.unipd.it/en/study-rooms
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STUDENT ADMINISTRATION  
 

Key Academic Dates 

All the information about the Academic calendar (exam sessions, closing days, etc.) is 
available at the dedicated web page. 

Classes, exams, study rooms schedule 

All the information is available on the Student Web Agenda. Please note that course units 
may start on different days, and schedules and rooms may change week by week, therefore 
you should check the Agenda regularly. 

Moodle  

On the Moodle platform you can find all the information about Local Development, such as 
the syllabus and schedule for each course unit, teaching materials, case studies, exercises, 
reference texts, articles. You will receive the credentials upon enrolment, together with the 
email address and the credentials for Uniweb (see below). 

Study Plan 

The Study Plan (Piano di studio) lists all activities (exams, internships, labs, etc.) you must 
carry out to earn the CFU/ECTS required to graduate. 
You should fill in your Study plan at the beginning of the A.Y. (from late October) to enable 
exam registration; it can be modified until you register for graduation. 
To fill it out, go to Uniweb: Login → Home → Study plan. Make sure to check all the relevant 
rules on Moodle beforehand. 

 

Uniweb 

Uniweb is the on-line platform that allows 
Unipd students to access all the information 
about their studies and directly manage their 
university career, from application to signing 
up for exams and registering for graduation. 
Professors use Uniweb to publish exam calls, 
exam grades and record exams. 

  

https://www.unipd.it/en/key-academic-dates
https://agendastudentiunipd.easystaff.it/?view=home&include=homepage&_lang=en
https://ssu.elearning.unipd.it/course/view.php?id=17105
http://www.uniweb.unipd.it/
http://www.uniweb.unipd.it/
https://ssu.elearning.unipd.it/course/view.php?id=17105
http://www.uniweb.unipd.it/
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FIRST YEAR COURSE UNITS – cohort 2024/25 
 

FIRST SEMESTER 

 

COMPULSORY COURSE UNITS ETCS HOURS LECTURERS 

KICK-OFF SEMINAR 1   

TERRITORIAL STRATEGIC APPROACHES FOR LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT 6 42 CELETTI D. 

 

GEOGRAPHY FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT: THEORY AND 
PRACTICE (Integrated course – Corso Integrato): 

   

GEOGRAPHICAL SPACE: CONCEPT, TOOLS AND PRACTICE (mod. A) 6 42 PEPA M. 

GIS: MAPPING AND ANALYSIS (mod. B) 9 63 PIOVAN S.E. 

    

1 COURSE UNIT OF YOUR CHOICE AMONG: ETCS HOURS LECTURERS 

PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 6 42 MAZZANTI G.M. 

STATISTICS FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE 6 42 
TOSI M. 

GIRALDO A. 

SOCIAL RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 6 45 BASSOLI M. 

LOCAL DEMOCRACY 6 45 
NESTI G. 

DOMORENOK E. 

 

During the 1st or 2nd year, you should complete one of the following course units (more information is provided 
during the Kick-off Seminar): 

  1 LANGUAGE COURSE UNIT BETWEEN:  ETCS 

ACADEMIC ENGLISH: SPEAKING AND WRITING  3 

LABORATORIO DI LINGUA ITALIANA  3 
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SECOND SEMESTER 

 

COMPULSORY COURSE UNITS ETCS HOURS LECTURERS 

CIRCULAR ECONOMICS AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT  6 42 GAMBAROTTO F. 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC POLICIES 6 42 DOMORENOK E. 

PROJECT PLANNING AND QUANTITATIVE METHODS (Integrated 
course – Corso Integrato): 

   

STATISTICAL METHODS FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT (mod. A) 9 70 
GIRALDO A. 

SIRONI M. 

ESSENTIALS OF PROJECT PLANNING, MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

(mod. B) 
6 42 POZZA A. 

    

1 COURSE UNIT OF YOUR CHOICE BETWEEN: ETCS HOURS LECTURERS 

SOCIAL DYNAMICS IN LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 6 42 OSTI G. 

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL TOURISM GEOGRAPHIES 6 42 RABBIOSI C. 

 

ELECTIVE CREDITS 

 
You must choose between 9 and 12 ECTS at your discretion (elective credits). 
 
These credits can be selected either from courses you have not yet chosen within the Master's degree in Local 
Development, or from other Master's programmes at Unipd, provided that they are designated as optional course units 
(see the Unipd Educational Offer catalogue). 
 
If you participate in a Mobility Programme (such as Erasmus, Ulisse, etc.), we strongly recommend selecting course units 
available at your host university. 
 
We encourage you to choose course units that are meaningful to you and aligned with your career goals or skills you wish 
to develop. 
 
For your reference, please find below a list of Unipd course units chosen by other students: 

 
• Environmental sustainability and education 

• Ethics and environmental economics 

• EU politics, policies and lobbying 

• Gender EU politics and globalisation 

• Green care: from ideas to enterprise 

• Health, gender and migrations 

• Landscape protection and design 

• Regional planning 

• Work, migration and globalization 

 
Sometimes students also choose language course units from the Master’s degree programme in Linguistics.  
 

https://en.didattica.unipd.it/
/Users/elenamoreni/Downloads/•%09https:/en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2023/LM/SC/SC2650/000ZZ/SCQ2101599/N0
/Users/elenamoreni/Downloads/•%09https:/en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SC/SC2650/000ZZ/SCQ2101511/N0
https://didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/EP/EP2444/002PD/EPQ1096326/N0
https://didattica.unipd.it/off/2023/LM/EP/EP2444/001PD/EPP8084326/N0
/Users/elenamoreni/Downloads/•%09https:/en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/AV/AV2809/001LE/AVQ4105460/N0
/Users/elenamoreni/Downloads/•%09https:/en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2591/000ZZ/SUQ1094870/N0
/Users/elenamoreni/Downloads/•%09https:/en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/IN/IN1825/004PD/INP9087769/N0
/Users/elenamoreni/Downloads/•%09https:/en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/IN/IN1825/004PD/INP9087798/N0
/Users/elenamoreni/Downloads/•%09https:/en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SC/SC2650/000ZZ/SCQ2101511/N0
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SECOND YEAR COURSE UNITS – cohort 2024/25 
 

FIRST SEMESTER 

 

COMPULSORY COURSE UNITS ETCS HOURS LECTURERS 

TRANSFORMATIVE LEARNING, PARTICIPATION AND GROUP 
DYNAMICS 

6 42 
POSADA 

GONZALEZ D. 

FIELDWORK FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 6 42 tba 

MICROFINANCE FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 6 42 
LANZAVECCHIA A. 

PETTRACHIN A. 

    

1 COURSE UNIT OF YOUR CHOICE BETWEEN:  ETCS HOURS LECTURERS 

SPACE, PLACE AND MOBILITY 6 42 RABBIOSI C. 

COMMUNITY, LOCALITY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 6 42 MILICIA M.T. 

Please note that 2nd year professors might change in A.Y. 2025/26 

 

 

IRAMUTEQ LABORATORY (optional activity) 
Lecturer: Valentina Rizzoli 

 

The laboratory aims to offer a guide for the analysis and interpretation of textual data (both 
produced for research purposes, such as interviews, answers to open-ended questions, and 
spontaneously produced data such as documents, social media posts) in an automated way 
(i.e., with the support of the Iramuteq software). 
It will be divided into three parts: 
 

• Introduction to automatic analysis of textual data (what are textual data and how can 
they be analysed automatically?). How to install the software on your computer. 

• First steps of automatic text analysis: Constructing the corpus and exploring the data 
with Iramuteq. 

• Automatic text analysis with Iramuteq: Topic detection, mapping content in relation to 
variables (text attributes). Some examples of applications (analysis of interviews, 
social media, institutional documents, …). 

 
Students who complete the IRAMUTEQ Laboratory will be awarded an Open Badge. 
Laboratory dates will be announced on Moodle. 
 

https://bestr.it/badge/show/3923?ln=en
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LECTURERS 

 

 

Prof. Matteo Bassoli 
matteo.bassoli@unipd.it 

 

SOCIAL RESEARCH METHODOLOGY - syllabus 

 

I am a political scientist, and my research interests lie primarily in the domain 

of public policies. I have developed a solid research track with different 

methodological approaches. Within this perspective, I deal with the following 

topics: 
 

• local ruling mapping 

• geo-referencing local policies 

• data imputation 

• survey creation 

• empirical research 

• social network analysis 

 

I encourage students to conduct empirical research based on their interest 

and the methodologies learnt during the course. 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 

 

Prof. David Celetti  
david.celetti@unipd.it 

 

TERRITORIAL STRATEGIC APPROACHES FOR LOCAL 

DEVELOPMENT - syllabus 

 

My research interests are focused on Economic and Social History, with 

particular attention to the processes that sustained, or hampered, economic 

growth and social development. In particular I have tackled such issues as 

the role of pluri-activity in rural households: 

 

• the causes and long-term consequences of the social and national 

division of labour  

• the role of institution, technological transfer and labour organisation in 

promoting economic growth  

• the paths of transition from agriculture to industry in Western European 

countries 

• the causes and modalities of transformation of planned into market-

oriented economies, with particular reference to the USSR and China 

• the coexistence in time and space of different development’s structures 

• the potentialities of local sustainable development, of green and blue 

economy 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 

mailto:matteo.bassoli@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092078/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/0C3581F12948A9C93ADBB589D44C4F90
mailto:david.celetti@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0091960/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/793967241174D10B396E5BED64A3DDAE
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 Prof. Ekaterina Domorenok 
ekaterina.domorenok@unipd.it 
 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC POLICIES - syllabus 
 
LOCAL DEMOCRACY - syllabus 
 
I am a political scientist, and my research interests lie primarily in the domain 
of public policies. I have developed a solid research and consultancy 
experience in such policy areas as territorial development, environmental 
protection, sustainable development and climate change in a multi-level 
perspective, with particular regard to the European context. Within this 
perspective, I deal with the following topics: 
 

• policy and governance transformations at different territorial levels 

• the role of policy actors in institutional and policy change 

• decentralisation and territorial governance reforms 

• policy innovation and learning 

• policy networks and polycentric policy regimes 

• sustainability governance and public participation. 

 
Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 
 
 
 
 

 

Prof. Francesca Gambarotto 
francesca.gambarotto@unipd.it  
 
CIRCULAR ECONOMICS AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - syllabus 
 

• Local experiences for the development of a circular economy 

• The cognitive process of a local community for the application of the 
circularity principle 

• The coordination of local economic agents to develop local economic 
connections 

• The empirical analysis can be unfolded with indexes or interviews. 
Quantitative and qualitative investigations are both welcome. 

 
Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 
 

mailto:ekaterina.domorenok@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092058/N0
https://didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092098/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/4F4C23B603A5B963AB8853D7EE8A6655
mailto:francesca.gambarotto@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092044/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/DA0BFF00F408BF87FA77F94B31543765
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Prof. Anna Giraldo 
anna.giraldo@unipd.it  
 
STATISTICAL METHODS FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - syllabus 
 
STATISTICS FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE - syllabus 
 
I am an applied statistician with research interests mainly concentrated on the 
social and economic aspects of the phenomenon. In particular, I am interested 
in the measurement of economic and social issues such as poverty and 
labour force participation. Other research interests are: 
 

• students’ career in higher education 

• effect of the economic crisis in family dynamics 

• data quality in sample survey 

• compensation for missing data  

• data collection 

• impact evaluation of public or local development policies (from the 
design to the implementation and data collection)  

 
Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 
 
 
 
 

 

Prof. Diego Posada Gonzalez 
diego.posadagonzalez@unipd.it 
 
TRANSFORMATIVE LEARNING, PARTICIPATION AND GROUP 
DYNAMICS - syllabus 
 
I am an educator and researcher with a focus on education for sustainable 
futures, participatory action methods, and land-based pedagogies from an 
intercultural perspective. I am deeply committed to fostering transformative 
learning environments that address local and global challenges through 
innovative and context-sensitive educational and research practices.   
 
Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 
 
 

mailto:anna.giraldo@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ2100163/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092057/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/FE4C3ACE18E3742D4D22B339536061F9
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2023/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092099/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/2BC0BD27923A9E0677197ED03D7F9B9D


 13 

 

Prof. Alberto Lanzavecchia 
alberto.lanzavecchia@unipd.it  
 
MICROFINANCE FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - syllabus 
 
I am honoured to work since December 2008 for the University of Padua as 
researcher in "Economics of Financial Intermediaries and Corporate 
Finance". I was Director of the Master in Asset Management and now 
Coordinator of the Joint International PhD Programme in "Human Rights, 
Society and multi-level governance" 
I believe that the duty of a researcher does not end either at the end of a 
lecture to students or in a publication in a prestigious magazine read only by 
"insiders", but continues towards the search for truth, through methodical 
doubt and tolerance of other people's ideas, and its dissemination to all 
citizens. This is the only way to contribute to the good and progress of society. 
Themes of thesis research: 
 

• Climate change, adaptation strategies and microfinance 

• UNESCO MaB and community-based tourism: the role of 
microfinance  

• Microfinance and local development: case studies 
 
Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 
 
 

 Prof. Giovanni Maria Mazzanti 
email address tba 
 
PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - syllabus 
 
I am an economist, and I am interested in a human based economy. My 
approach typically involves other competences in order to develop a 
multidisciplinary perspective. My main fields of research are economic 
development, welfare economy and the reuse of confiscated assets to mafias 
for social purposes and local development. I like to teach economics. I find, 
in particular, very enriching to take care of students with different backgrounds 
and interests and to deal with their curiosity for the subject. The interaction of 
the different perspectives together with an adequate level of study can lead 
to very positive results.   
 
Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 
 
 

mailto:alberto.lanzavecchia@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2023/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ1097608/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/CEA171308BAA881617D9143A4EF2C4B0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092057/N0
https://didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/CEF8FB3B809C82EEF3E3A5802F72BA72
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 Prof. Maria Teresa Milicia 
mariateresa.milicia@unipd.it 

 

COMMUNITY, LOCALITY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE - syllabus 
 
I am a cultural anthropologist, and my ethnographic fieldwork mostly takes 
place in Southern Italy with a focus on social processes of “production of 
locality.” My main research areas include: 
 

• Social construction of identities and locality, politics of memory, "post-
meridionalist" activism, performances of the past in heritage 
communities 

• History of anthropology with a focus on racial anthropology, scientific 
racism, colonial collections of human remains and repatriation 
studies. 

 
Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 
 
 

 

Prof. Giorgia Nesti 
giorgia.nesti@unipd.it 

 

LOCAL DEMOCRACY - syllabus 

 

I am a political scientist, and my research interests focus primarily on public 

policy, local innovation, e-government, ICT policies and Gender studies. I am 

the Scientific Director with Matteo Bassoli of ‘URBES – Observatory on Urban 

Policies’ at the Centre for Regional Studies ‘Giorgio Lago’ at the University of 

Padua.  

I am the Principal Investigator of the project POLBIS - The Politics and Policy 

of Basic Income Schemes: lessons from Italian and European cases co-

funded by the Cariparo Foundation and of the project The Role of Urban 

Living Labs in the Innovation of Local Public Services funded by the 

Department of Political Science, Law and International Studies at Unipd. 

My specific topics of interests are: 

 

• Innovation in cities 

• Living labs  

• Public sector innovations 

• Democratic innovations 

• Urban inequalities 

• Participatory and multi-level decision-making 

• European policies for social innovation and urban contexts. 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 

mailto:mariateresa.milicia@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2023/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ3104802/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/3366246A3B8DC9C2C8D581CFA44F0E89
mailto:giorgia.nesti@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092098/N0
http://www.centrostudiregionali.unipd.it/?page_id=781
http://www.polbis.eu/
http://www.smartcitygovernance.eu/
http://www.smartcitygovernance.eu/
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/6BA150A49D260AA19951B4ACBE198DD9
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/6BA150A49D260AA19951B4ACBE198DD9
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Prof. Giorgio Osti 
g.osti@unipd.it  

 

SOCIAL DYNAMICS IN LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - syllabus 

 

• Development processes in fragile areas 

• The figure of the agricultural innovator 

• The role of the Mountain Communities 

• Consent and legitimisation of natural parks 

• Rise of the environmental crisis in modern societies 

• Environmental associations and involvement of citizens in waste 

management 

• Local energy co-provision systems, rivers and detention basins. 

 

Member of the Italian FP6-CITIZENS-2 Research group, 'A Cognitive 

Approach to Rural Sustainable Development: the dynamics of expert and lay 

knowledges' (CORASON, 2004-2006). Without interruption, coordinator or 

member of research units of the Research Projects of Relevant National 

Interest (PRIN), 2001-2018. 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 
 
 

 

Prof. Mariasole Pepa 
mariasole.pepa@unipd.it 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL SPACE: CONCEPTS, TOOLS AND PRACTICE - syllabus 

 

I am currently a postdoctoral researcher at DiSSGeA, University of Padua, 

where I completed my Ph.D. in Human Geography, focusing on China-Africa 

agricultural cooperation. Additionally, I serve as an associate researcher at 

CEDEJ-Khartoum and as Vice-President of the Italian Association on Africa-

China Studies (AISAC). 

My ongoing research is part of the AtlaSahel project, which examines the 

complexities of land and water issues in Sudan while engaging with Sudanese 

communities displaced in Cairo. My work sits at the intersection of critical 

geography and decolonial approaches to development, with a particular 

interest in the shifting geographies of development. Specifically, I investigate 

the role of both new and old actors in reshaping African rural spaces, 

particularly concerning land and water conflicts. Furthermore, I am keenly 

interested in transformative initiatives (Kothari et al., 2019) and in pluralising 

geographical understandings of space and time (Radcliffe, 2022). 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 

mailto:g.osti@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SFM0014290/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/1BCD1A1E8730A9B84BACA89B29942054
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/1BCD1A1E8730A9B84BACA89B29942054
mailto:mariasole.pepa@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ1097660/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/561CF3B4FD652DCFC6F91EA9FE1EF27F
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Prof. Silvia E. Piovan 
silvia.piovan@unipd.it 

 

GIS: MAPPING AND ANALYSIS - syllabus 

 

I am a geographer, with a focus on the geohistorical evolution of the human-

environmental relationships in the alluvial plains. My approach typically 

involves both local and regional scales of analysis. In particular, I am 

interested in both theoretical and practical approaches that belong to 

disciplines as geohistory, historical ecology, environmental history and 

military geography. My research is often developed within a diachronical 

framework and uses a geohistorical approach that includes different 

methodologies such as analysis of historical maps, historical documents, 

diaries, (aerial) photos, newspapers, drawings, interviews, agricultural and 

marine reports, and field survey. The collected data are processed in a 

geographical information system (GIS) platform that allows a comparative 

(multilayer), multiscale, analytical and georeferenced analysis. 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 
 
 

 

Prof. Andrea Pozza 
andrea.pozza@unipd.it 

 

ESSENTIALS OF PROJECT PLANNING, MONITORING AND 

EVALUATION - syllabus 

 

I am a free-lance expert focus on setting up Monitoring and Evaluation system 

of organizations, project and policies in developing countries (mainly Africa 

and Asia). I started to work in the agricultural sector but presently I am 

involved in projects/policies covering different sectors (public health, tourism, 

vocational training, irrigation). 

The M&E systems I design and/or improve are based on “Result Based 

Management” (RBM) approach which focuses mainly on effects of the project 

and changes made rather than on activities or events implemented. In other 

words, it assesses “changes that have occurred due to the intervention” rather 

than “achievements made by the project”. These systems are designed to 

stimulate maximum 'buy-in' from data generators and users within and outside 

the intervention. Thus, project staff assume primary responsibility for its 

design, implementation, monitoring and review. 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information (available soon) 

 

mailto:silvia.piovan@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ1097659/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/269C78CA72A934176FDD9A488F4BB382
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/269C78CA72A934176FDD9A488F4BB382
mailto:andrea.pozza@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ2100162/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/4BB0E291246D147C5ABC7F5547DC7B3D
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Prof. Chiara Rabbiosi 
chiara.rabbiosi@unipd.it 

 

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL TOURISM GEOGRAPHIES - syllabus 

 

SPACE, PLACE AND MOBILITY - syllabus 

I am a human geographer with a very interdisciplinary background, nurtured 
by a variety of perspectives coming from the Social Sciences and the 
Humanities. I am a member of DiSSGeA's Centre for Advanced Studies 
Mobility&Humanities–MoHu. 
My main research areas include: 
 

• Tourism and society: meanings, practices, policies, conflicts  

• Cultural heritage, space and power dynamics 

• Embodied mobilities: walking, cycling, commuting 

• Food cultures, circulation and the creation of geographical 
association 

• Europeanisation and Europeanness from the bottom-up 

• Qualitative methods and creative methodologies 
 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 

 

 

 Prof. Maria Sironi 
email address tba 

 

STATISTICAL METHODS FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - syllabus 

 

I am a social demographer, currently an Associate Professor at University 
College London. Starting in October 2024 I will be an Associate Professor at 
the Department of Statistical Sciences, University of Padua. I obtained my 
PhD in Demography at University of Pennsylvania in 2013 and I was a 
Postdoctoral Researcher at University of Oxford between 2013 and 2015.  My 
research is focused on determinants and consequences of different life 
course trajectories. I have investigated how different fertility and partnership 
trajectories influence mental and physical health of older people. I have 
worked on a range of other topics such as the fertility and subjective well-
being, cohabitation, gender inequality, and sexual minorities. Currently, I am 
studying the interdependencies between living alone, loneliness and social 
isolation, and how isolation trajectories over the life course influence physical 
and mental health.  

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information (available soon) 

 

mailto:chiara.rabbiosi@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ3104800/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2023/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0090645/N0
https://www.mobilityandhumanities.it/
https://www.mobilityandhumanities.it/
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/97D6B980CDD19676B6FC93E010D9D8A2
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ2100163/N0
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 Prof. Marco Tosi 
marco.tosi@unipd.it 

 

STATISTICS FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE - syllabus 

 

I am an Associate Professor of Social Statistics in the Department of 

Statistical Sciences. Before joining this department, I held postdoctoral 

fellowships in Sociology and Social Demography at the University of Cologne, 

Collegio Carlo Alberto in Turin, and the London School of Economics and 

Political Science. My research interests span various aspects of social 

statistics and demography, including intergenerational relations, adulthood 

transition, implications of parenthood and marital break-up, and health 

inequality in ageing societies. My research typically focuses on 

intergenerational influences on health and wellbeing using a life-course 

longitudinal perspective. 

 

Office hours, proposal for thesis and additional information 

 

  

mailto:marco.tosi@unipd.it
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/2024/LM/SU/SU2446/000ZZ/SUQ0092057/N0
https://en.didattica.unipd.it/off/docente/5E9908EF67F937F6E1C4AECB7D780191
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MOBILITY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Erasmus+ and other exchange programmes 

 

Erasmus+ for Studies: it allows you to spend between 2 and 12 months at a partner 

University abroad. You can attend courses and take exams, prepare thesis work, and carry 

out internship work as long as it runs alongside a period of study. During the period abroad 

you will receive an Erasmus+ EU grant.  

 

Open Arqus Mobility: Unipd is part of an Alliance of European Universities - Arqus - offering 

flexible mobility options among partner universities (Granada, Graz, Leipzig, Lyon, 

Maynooth, Minho, Vilnius and Wroclaw)  

 

SEMP - Swiss European Mobility Programme: it allows student mobility to Switzerland.  

 

Ulisse: it allows you to spend a study, thesis research or internship period abroad at partner 

Universities in Europe, Africa, Americas, Asia, Australia.  

 

At the end of the period abroad, full academic recognition of the activities completed, as 

agreed in the Learning Agreement, is granted by ECTS or equivalent. The mobility period 

will also be recorded in your Diploma Supplement.  

 

 

  

https://www.unipd.it/en/erasmus-studies-out
https://www.unipd.it/en/arqus
https://www.arqus-alliance.eu/
https://www.unipd.it/semp
https://www.unipd.it/en/ulisse
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Local Development priority destinations 

 

Mobility exchange destinations are regularly updated on Unipd mobility agreements virtual 

atlas. You must select LOCAL DEVELOPMENT – SU2446 as your degree programme from 

the Study field drop-down menu.  

 

 

 

In the platform, the total number of months indicated under Number for each agreement 

must be divided by the number of available places indicated under Total number. 

It is necessary to note down all relevant information (e.g., Erasmus code, Academic 

Coordinator, ISCED/area of study) in order to select the correct destination on Uniweb. 

 

Make sure to consult the webpages of the partner institutions, paying particular attention to 

academic course units on offer, language requirements and deadlines. 

 

Please double check language and additional requirements for the specific course unit you 

would like to attend, as they are subject to change. Further linguistic restrictions may apply 

to specific course units. 

 

http://www.unipd.it/mobility-agreements
http://www.unipd.it/mobility-agreements
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If you are a non-EU citizen, please consider that you are responsible for managing 

your migration documents (e.g. visa, residence permit). Make sure to review any 

restrictions that may apply to your situation. 

 

Before applying for a destination, please contact the professor in charge of that 

specific agreement for information about scientific and learning aspects; this will help 

you determine, for example, if the exams you plan to include in your Learning Agreement 

are compatible with Local Development. 

 

The Mobility Desk Unit holds regular webinars and meetings on mobility programmes. You 

will receive updates on their schedule. 

 

For technical or administrative issues at any stage of your mobility, please refer only to: 

 

Mobility Unit Desk – School of Humanities and Social Sciences and Cultural Heritage 

Erasmus+ for Studies - Outgoing mobility 

erasmus.scienzeumane@unipd.it  

 

Projects and Mobility Office/ Mobility Unit – Central office 

Erasmus+ for Studies grants, Uniweb application etc. 

erasmus@unipd.it  

 

  

mailto:erasmus.scienzeumane@unipd.it
mailto:erasmus@unipd.it


 22 

Virtual and blended mobility programmes 

 

VIP - Virtual Exchange Programme: a virtual mobility programme organised by the Justus-

Liebig-Universität Gießen, Germany: 

Please note that Local Development students cannot register these credits in the 

Study plan, i.e. JLU course units cannot be recognised as equivalent to either Unipd course 

units or free credits/elective course units in your Study Plan. However, you may attend the 

course units and, if successfully completed, they will be noted in your Diploma Supplement 

as extracurricular activities that do not count toward the final GPA. 

 

BIP Programmes: the Blended Intensive Programmes are international learning activities, 

combining online collaboration and a short physical mobility. Participation in the BIP will be 

noted in the Diploma Supplement as an extracurricular activity that does not count for the 

final GPA. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

https://www.unipd.it/en/exchange-students/virtual-international-programme-vip-outgoing
https://www.unipd.it/en/bip
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MAIN CONTACTS 
 

DiSSGeA International Teaching 
Office 
Local Development Secretariat 
Office 
Teaching activities, tutoring, study 
plan etc. 
master.localdevelopment@unipd.it 
 
Prof. Chiara Rabbiosi 
Head of the Master’s degree 
programme in Local Development 
chiara.rabbiosi@unipd.it 
 
Prof. David Celetti 
Local Development Internship 
Coordinator 
david.celetti@unipd.it 
 

 Career Service 
Internship administration 
stage@unipd.it  /  alessandra.lighezzolo@unipd.it  
 
ESU Padova 
Accommodation and canteens 
esu@esu.pd.it 
 
Global Engagement Office – Admissions and 
Welcome Unit 
Enrolment procedures for international students 
international.admission@unipd.it 
 
SAOS Office 
Immigration procedures (e.g. residence permit) 
saos@unipd.it  
 
Student badge 
cartaflash.studenti@unipd.it 
 
Student Office (Carriere Studenti) 
School of Human and Social Sciences and 
Cultural Heritage 
Enrolment procedures for Italian students, 
certificates, student administration procedures 
scienzeumane.studenti@unipd.it 
 
Student Service Office (Ufficio Servizi agli 
Studenti) 
Tuition fees, scholarships and various services 
benefici.studenti@unipd.it  

 

 

 

mailto:master.localdevelopment@unipd.it
mailto:chiara.rabbiosi@unipd.it
mailto:stage@unipd.it
mailto:alessandra.lighezzolo@unipd.it
mailto:esu@esu.pd.it
mailto:international.admission@unipd.it
mailto:saos@unipd.it
mailto:cartaflash.studenti@unipd.it
mailto:scienzeumane.studenti@unipd.it
mailto:benefici.studenti@unipd.it
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